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8:30 a.m. service is “come as you are.  
This service is more contemporary. 

10 a.m. is our larger service featuring choirs and 
more traditional music and singing from the 
hymnal.  

Worship Services are held 
Sundays at 8:30 and 10 a.m. 

St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church 
Purpose & Mission Statement 

 

Our Purpose 
                 “Growing in our relationship with God, ourselves, and others. To carry out the ministry of Jesus Christ.” 

 

Mission Statement 
                     Bring spiritual wanderers and seekers into relationship with Jesus Christ 

                Grow as disciples in small group community 
           Serve out of calling and giftedness 

Dedication of  
Ann Lamb Memorial 

 
On Sunday, July 12, 2009, St. 
Matthew’s dedicated a Stain 
Glass Window in memory of 
Ann Lamb. The window was 
designed by Harry Lamb,  
assembled by artist Jerry Post 
and installed by Bill Hartley. 
 

Ann’s love of Kites voices, the 
Cross: symbolizing Christian-
ity, the Fish:  God’s creation 
of all living things,  the Angel: 
Ann’ s spiritual being, and 
Love: created in Ann; giving 
that love to her immediate 
family, her church family, and 
all those who surrounded her. 

Ann Lamb Memorial 
Stain Glass Window Dedication, Sunday, July 12, 2009 

Above, Pastor Bob, Harry 
Lamb, Jerry Post and Bill  

Hartley shown as the window 
is being dedicated. 

The Lamb family, Harry, 
Christa, Charlie, Clark,  
Carrie with Jerry Post, 

stain glass window artist, 
are  shown. 

 
ST. MATTHEWS FAMILIES, 
FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS! 
Join us for an all church picnic and potluck 
on Rally Sunday, September 7, from 
11:30am to 1:00pm at Banyan Park.  Bring 

a Potluck Dish to share with St. Matthew’s families and get 
ready for some fun! There will be HOT BBQ’s available to grill 
your own meat and lemonade will be provided.  This will be a 
great time to get acquainted with many of your church family 
members.  Sign-ups will be in the Narthex so we can see how 
many families are coming, and which food you will bring to 
share. 
See you there! 
Sponsored by Sunday School  

 
SPECIAL CHARGE  
CONFERENCE TO BE HELD  
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 at 12:00noon 
IN THE SANCTUARY 
Please plan to stay after worship on 
Sunday, August 2 at 12:00p for a  
Special Charge Conference to discuss 
our church improvements; parking lot 
renovation and kitchen expansion. A 

vote will be taken to authorize the plans.  It is important that you are 
there if you wish to be informed about the possible loan and the 
latest information on the contracts by which we hope to achieve.  
All are welcome. 



Church Family 
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August Birthdays 

  8-01     Nancy Lethcoe 

  8-04     Alexander Chow 

  8-05     Kathy Winter 

  8-13     Ryan Pettibone 

  8-14     Denise Curtis 

  8-15     Andrew MacArthur 

  8-20     Christina McEachern  

  8-20     Kelly Chow 

  8-26     Dan Overton 

  8-28     Audra Wheatly 

  8-28     Evan Wardell 

  8-29     Kemper Wilson 

  8-30     Doug Liedblad 

 
August Anniversaries 

  8-4 - Beth and Andrew Schott   

  8-5 - Scott and Jodi Spindel 

  8-6 - Kathy and Randy Holzer   

  8-9 - Cheryl and Chuck Qualls   

  8-11 - Janice and Ron McMahon   

  8-16 - Tanya and Nathan Inouye  

  8-31 - Denise and Steve Curtis  

 

Praise 
Jill Smalling - completed chemotherapy and is doing well. (Joyce Wheatly) 
New 
 

Peter Crecion - Had a bone marrow transplant and having serve complications. (Maria Vaissiere) 
 

Continue to prayer for: 
Mike Foster - Health concerns. (Lynda Starman) 
Jean Arndt - diagnosed with lymphoma in the bones. (Roman Hallit’s mother) 
Jan Shear - Awaiting surgery for right knee and ankle.  
Ermina - Now under hospice care.  Prayers for comfort. (Jan Shear’s mother in law) 
Robin and Kathleen - Prayers and healing for continued health problems. (Jan Shear’s DaughtersLori 
- Son Thomas was killed in a car accident over July 4th weekend. (friend of Kathy Martin) 
Naomi Ferguson - Prayers for support and protection as she travels to Haiti on a mission trip. (Beth 
Ferguson) 
Melanie Obenshain - Healing from a recent car accident. (Beth Ferguson) 
Mary Folsom - Is doing well but continued prayers for comfort and healing. 
Don Arnett - In a skilled nursing facility in Thousand Oaks recovering from a  
broken vertebra. Continued healing and comfort. (Janice McMahon’s father) 
Russell Meyer - Is making a full recovery from recent burns. (Georgia Forbe’s brother) 
John Holcomb - Hospitalized and in intensive care diagnosed with  
Gullain-Barre Syndrome and is paralyzed from the neck down.  Prayers for John and his family as they 
deal with this serious illness. (Barbara Crowdis’ cousin) 
Fred Collins - Prayers for quality of life as he deals with lung disease. (Kathy Martin’s father) 
Evelyn Bonnema - Wisdom for doctors to diagnose blood loss. (Jan Gauwain) 
Anne Starr - Continued prayers for healing. 
Delores - Continued healing from heart surgery. (Lisa Zimmerman’s mother) 
Charmain - Continued healing for lung complications. (Lisa Zimmerman’s sister) 
Joan - Declining health. (Alice Huston) 
Mia Stoutenborough - Diagnosed with A-Plastic Anemia and having daily blood transfusions. Con-
tinued healing. (Paul and Judy Stoutenborough’s grand daughter) 
 

 Prayer Chain 

To put a request on the prayer chain, contact 

the church office or Lynne Hartley (498-6365), 

Prayer Chain Coordinator.  

Pray for those in cancer treatment: 
Verita Hooker - St. Matthew’s 
Elsie Figueroa (Beth Ferguson) 
Mother Shirley - (Cheryl Qualls) 
Glenn Grago - (Casey Goldberg) 
Carol Phillips - (Christa Lamb) 
Zona Strathearn - (Chris McEachern) 
Marv Whisman - (Christy Whisman) 
Alex - (Detweiler Family) 
Katie Floyd - (Saute Family) 
Jane Cosarelli  (Patti Adams) 

CAL-PAC ANNUAL CONFERENCE WAS HELD JUNE 17 - 20TH BE 

2009 ANNUAL CONFERENCE SUMMARY 

  
 More than 1,700 laity and clergy from across Southern California, Hawaii, Guam, and 
Saipan gathered June 17 to 20 at the University of Redlands in Redlands, Calif., for the 2009 
California-Pacific Annual Conference.  This year’s theme continued the Conference’s vision 
“To Be the Cup Overflowing,” with this year reflecting the first of the denominational Four 
Areas of Focus on “Leadership.”  
 During the service of ordination and sending, Bishop Mary Ann Swenson recalled 
Jesus’ words that disciples are to be “the salt of the earth,” and encouraged those to be  
ordained and commissioned to be sure their ministry includes doing work “that makes you 
sweaty—and therefore truly salty. Take a shovel in your hands, pick up a hammer…and work 
up a sweat on a mission project overseas or in your own neighborhood… Be truly salty, and 
you will stay in touch with “those whom we are called to serve.”   
  
This was the 25th Annual Conference Session of the California-Pacific Annual Conference, 
which was created out of the Pacific and Southwest Annual Conference.  This session marks  
 

See Annual Conference on page 6 

Directory Changes: 

Lynda Starman 

3110 Peninsula Rd. #623 

Oxnard, CA  93025 

(805) 558-4220 
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Children of St. Matthew’s Enjoy Vacation Bible School Children of St. Matthew’s Enjoy Vacation Bible School Children of St. Matthew’s Enjoy Vacation Bible School Children of St. Matthew’s Enjoy Vacation Bible School     

Focusing on:  “The Fruits of the Spirit”Focusing on:  “The Fruits of the Spirit”Focusing on:  “The Fruits of the Spirit”Focusing on:  “The Fruits of the Spirit”    

Tanya Blanck 
Beth Ferguson 

Denise Ferguson 

Kathy Holzer 
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A HEIFER MENAGERIE 
 A water buffalo, a pig, a trio of rabbits, and a Flock of 
Hope (chicks, ducklings, and goslings) – what do these have in 
common??  They have all been donated by St. Matthew’s chil-
dren to Heifer International after only half a year of offering 
collection! 
 Water buffalo are amongst the most prized livestock 
for many farming families around the world.  First, they pro-
vide pulling power – farmers can grow four times more crops 
than if plowing by hand.  Second, water buffalos give families 
an instant source of nutrition from their rich milk.  And third, 
buffalo manure can be used as an organic fertilizer to increase 
crop production.  All this adds up to more food and more in-
come to go toward essentials like clothing, medicine, and edu-
cation – proving that sometimes the best gifts come in really 
BIG packages. 
 Praise God for the generosity and caring hearts of our 

children, and thanks to those St. Matthew’s adults who also 

supported our Heifer campaign! 

Upcoming Opportunities to Serve 
 

• Homeless Dinner – August 8 

• Westminister Free Clinic Dinner - August 19 

• Disaster Preparedness Kits - September 

 
the 158th session since the organization of The Pacific Confer-
ence in 1851, the oldest of the merging Annual Conferences.  
 The Rev. Dr. Randy Maddox from the Divinity 
School at Duke University led Bible study focusing on leader-
ship. He focused on leadership as it relates to his specialty of 
Wesleyan theology.  He asked both clergy and laity, “When 
you’re in leadership, toward what are we leading?” Maddox 
said the church is called to a holistic salvation that draws wis-
dom from our Wesleyan traditions.   

 The Conference continued a pattern of welcoming a lay 
person to preach during the Annual Session. Ruth Pitts-Litman, a lay 
member of Palm Springs United Methodist Church, was selected 
through an audition process. Pitts-Litman, who recently lost her 
husband, preached from Acts 1:8 titling her sermon, “Let the Spirit 
Find You.” She challenged those gathered to study Christ’s teaching 
and practice them.  
 Members adopted at 2010 apportionment budget of 
$12,897,982 representing a .06 percent decrease from 2009. The 
budget reflected other action by the conference to begin having  
retired clergy members share in the cost of their health insurance for 
the first time.  
 More than 250 youth participated in the annual Youth Day. 
 During the Service of Commissioning, Ordination, and 
Sending Forth, Bishop Mary Ann Swenson welcomed Rabbi Mark 
Diamond. Rabbi Diamond is the Executive Vice President of the 
Board of Rabbis of Southern California. In that position, he directs a 
multi-denominational organization of 290 rabbis, and serves on the 
management team of the Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles. 
He told those gathered for ordination that leaders dream dreams and 
interpret duties.   
  During the 16th Annual Conference Missionary Luncheon, 
the Conference was presented a plaque from The Advance for the 
highest designated giving and highest total amount of missionary 
support in 2008 in the Western Jurisdiction of the United Methodist 
Church.  
 

In other business, conference members:  
-  Collected offerings: Grace Children’s Hospital in Haiti $4,630; 
Central Conference Pension $3,200; and Visiting Doctors’  
Hospital Program in Vietnam $4,335; and, $1,900 for youth pro-
grams;  
-  Raised $2,000 for 36 UMCOR buckets; and, 
-   Accepted health and sewing kits for the UMCOR West  Depot.  
During the conference session: 
-   Bishop Swenson ordained 10 elders in full connection;  commis-
sioned 9 as probationary elders, ordained one deacon in     full con-
nection, and commissioned one as a probationary deacon; 
-   Celebrated the retirement of 15 active clergy; and, 
-   Members rejoiced when Bishop Swenson baptized two infants. 
  
Membership stands at 82405, down 2411 from the previous year. 
Worship attendance stands at 48881, down 2275. Church school 
attendance stands at 12726, down 68. 

Annual Conference cont’d from page 3 

Continued next column 

 

 
Congratulations! Don Robert S. Biery on being name the Don at 
the Triunfo Ball that was held on Saturday, July 18 at the Stage 
Coach Inn Museum.  Bob has been on the executive Board of the 
Conejo Valley Historical Society for many years.  
 

If anyone has an event coming up such as being in a play, recital, art show, 
special sporting event, etc, please let Carol at the church office know by the mid-
dle of each month so this person or event can be published in the following 
months Newsletter 

more dates from page 3 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE -  
WESTMINSTER FREE CLINIC 
On Wednesday August 19, we have the opportunity to provide 
a meal for the volunteers at the Westminster Free Clinic at the 
Thousand Oaks United Methodist Church. The Free Clinic 
provides health care for low-income uninsured in the Conejo 
Valley.  There are 50-60 volunteers including physicians, nurses 
and high school students learning about careers in the health 
care industry.  Most of these volunteers come to the clinic  
directly from work, and we would like to provide sustenance 
for them as they do their work.  Please help these dedicated 
individuals by signing up to help.  Call Janice Kakazu at 499-
2773 if you have any questions. 
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Bulletin Board 
 SNACK ITEMS FOR OUR  

CHILDREN’S CENTER 
Our children at the center are 
always in need of snack items.  If 
you would like to help support 

this vital ministry of St. Matthew’s, gift cards from Albertsons 
are always welcome.  Gift cards may be dropped off at the  
Children’s Center or may be placed in the Children’s Center mail 
box in the church office.   

Also, please find the list in the Narthex of items that can be 

purchased at Costco.  Thank you for your help in giving to 

our children at the center.  

SMALL STUDY GROUPS 
What are you looking for in a small study 
group? In what area of spiritual growth do you 
feel you are lacking?  How can your church/
small study group help you find what you 

need? Please let us know what your interests are.  You can e-mail 
or call us with  needs.  Thank you,  Dan Overton and Casey 
Goldberg. E-mail - askdano@toguide.com or kclu54@gmail.com 
Phone 805-492-9623 (home) 805-496-1040 (work) Casey’s Cell 
805-368-6900. 

“GUESS WHO’S COMING TO  
DINNER?” A DINNING EVENT 
A “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner” 
night is planned for  August 1 through 
mid September.  This is an opportunity 
to dine with old and new friends of St. 
Matthew’s. We are seeking those who 

would like to host a dinner and to know how many a host 
home can accommodate. Our hosts will plan the main  
entrée and those attending will bring an appetizer, salad or 
dessert. Please see Beth Ferguson and Suzanne Ford if you 
would like to be a dinner host .  A sign-up sheet is available. 

 
NEWSLETTER & BULLETIN  
ARTICLES DEADLINE 
Please have all Bulletin announcements to 
the church office no later than Wednesday 

morning. All Newsletter articles are due on the 2nd Thursday of 
every month.  This date follows Administrative Council which 
meets every 2nd Tuesday of each month.   

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Do you have a loved one, friend or 

neighbor who is in need of prayers and a 

hug?  If so, we have prayer shawls ready 

to be prayed over and fringed.  Just give 

me a call, Kathy Holzer 498-7107. 

PLEASE KEEP YOUR PLEDGES 

UP TO DATE 

It’s summertime and we are all busy 

with vacations, etc., but our church is 

still having to pay it’s bills.  By keep-

ing your pledges up to date, this will 

keep St. Matthew’s current with our finances.  Thank You!!! 

GAD-ABOUTS, UPCOMING ACTIVITIES: 
August 11 – A day at the Ventura Co. Fair.  We will leave from 
the Church at 9:15.  Free admission for seniors. 
 

Sept. 7 – Visit the Vietnam Wall Replica, displayed at Pierce Bros. 
Memorial Park in Westlake Village. More details later. 
 

Please contact Kathy Nubling (498-6479) or Ruth Bushart  

(499-1397) or see the sign up sheet in the Narthex. 

BLOOD DRIVE  

The June 28th blood drive at St. Matthew’s was a great success.   

United Blood Services collected a total of 22 unites of blood 

from 20 donors.  Thank you to everyone who was able to partici-

pate.  These life-saving donations are priceless gifts. 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT ST. MATTHEW’S 

August 15 - Young Family ministry picnic at 

Banyan park. 

August 23 - All Church Potluck at 5:30p on the 

Church Patio. 

September 19 - Hallelujah Days at Magic Mountain for inter-

ested families.  See Pastor Bob or Beth. 

September 13 -Rally Sunday; Sunday School promotions fol-

lowed by an All Church Picnic at Banyan Park. 

September 27 - Membership Sunday, welcoming new members 

to our church family with an All Church Potluck on the patio. 

October 25 - Stewardship Sunday; followed by Church BBQ 

on the Patio. 

November 14 - Progressive Dinner - watch for more details. 

December 6 - Alternative Christmas Market sponsored by the 

Serve Group.  All Church Potluck on the patio. 

 
 more dates on page 6 

YOUNG FAMILY GROUP PICNIC, AUGUST 15 @ 11:30A 

Our Young Family Group is meeting on Saturday, August 15 at 
Banyan Park for a family picnic.  Please bring a picnic lunch and 
join our group led by Ryan and Tanya Blanck.  If you have ques-
tions, contact Ryan or Tanya at 529-5703. 
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Worship Staffing for August 

 

August 2 - 9th Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a 

Psalm 51:1-12 

Ephesians 4: 1-16 

John 6:24-35 

 

August 9 - 10th Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 

Psalm 130 

Ephesians 4:25-5:2 

John 6:35, 41-51 

 

August 16 - 11th Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 

Psalm 111 

Ephesians 5:15-20 

John 6:51-58 

 

August 23 - 12th Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 10-11), 22-30, 41-43 

Psalm 84 

Ephesians 6:10-20 

John 6:56-69 

 

August 30 - 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

Song of Solomon 2:8-13 

Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 or Psalm 72 

James 1:17-27 

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 

 

 

August  2 

 

Preaching Rev. Bob Ferguson  

Worship Leader Dan Overton 

8:30am Liturgist Alice Huston  

10am Liturgist Chuck Qualls  

10am Ushers Mike Summers,  

 Harry Lamb 

Acolyte Alexander Chow 

Counters Barbara Crowdis,  

 Randi Berry 

Nursery Carolyn Sylvester  

Flowers Betty Johnson 

Coffee Please sign-up 

Sound/Recording Bill Hartley 

Welcome/Greeter Judy Saute,  

 Tanya Blanck 

SS Teachers Lynne Hartley,  

 Pam Pond 
 

August  9 

 

Preaching Pastor Bob Ferguson 

Worship Leader Jack Doman 

8:30am Liturgist Beth Ferguson  

10am Liturgist Bob Wiles 

10am Ushers Nancy Liedblad,  

 Nathan Inouye 

Acolyte Jonathan Kuo 

Puppeteers Joelle & Sean Saute 

Counters Jason, Nancy Lethcoe, 

 Mike Summers  

Nursery Joyce Wheatly 

Flowers Doris Williams 

Coffee Ice Cream Social 

Sound/Recording John McDonald 

Welcome/Greeter Doris Williams,  

 Marion Vausbinder 

SS Teachers Lynne Hartley,  

 Charlene Wardell,  

 Dana DeCuir 
 

August 16 

 

Preaching Pastor Bob Ferguson 

Worship Leader Jack Doman 

8:30am Liturgist Scott Spindel 

10am Liturgist Jackie Heinemann 

10am Ushers John McDonald,  

 Randy Holzer 

Acolyte Tabitha Dyer,  

 Daphne Jordan 

Counters Joanne Stone,  

 Tim LeRoy 

Nursery Kathy Holzer 

Flowers Marion Vausbinder 

Coffee Please sign-up  

Sound/Recording Fred Wardell 

Welcome/Greeter Ruth Bushart,  

 Lynda Starman 

SS Teachers Lynne Hartley,  

 Janice Kakazu,  

 Pam Pond 
 

August  23 

 

Preaching Pastor Bob Ferguson 

Worship Leader Jack Doman 

8:30am Liturgist Lynne Hartley  

10am Liturgist Dan Overton  

10am Ushers Ralph Matthews,  

 Vern Wojciechowski 

Acolyte Kelly Chow, Lark Detweiler 

Puppeteers Tabitha Dyer, Kelly Chow 

Counters Marv, Judy Jacobsen, 

 Lorraine Randall 

Nursery Tanya Blanck 

Flowers Doris Williams 

Coffee Please sign-up 

Sound/Recording Ryan Blanck 

Welcome/Greeter Judy, Marv Jacobsen 

SS Teachers Lynne Hartley,  

 Janice Kakazu,  

 Charlene Wardell 

  

August  30 

Preaching Pastor Bob Ferguson 

Worship Leader Jack Doman 

8:30am Liturgist Lorraine Randall  

10am Liturgist Ralph Matthews  

10am Ushers Kent Detweiler,  

 Jay Alexander 

Acolyte Matthew Chow 

Counters Jan Gauwain, Ceil Adler 

Nursery Tanya Blanck 

Flowers Denise and Steve Curtis 

Coffee Beth Ferguson 

Sound/Recording Ralph Matthews 

Welcome/Greeter Donna, Jack Doman 

SS Teachers Pam Pond, Cathy Will,  

 Dana DeCuir 

 
MEN’S THURSDAY MORNING  
BIBLE STUDY  
The men's Bible Study group which 
meets on Thursdays in the Fireside 
Room at 11 am, will be viewing DVD's 
related to Bible topics such as Exodus 
and A Case for a Creator.  These videos 
will be followed by questions and discus-
sion with the pastor. All men are  
welcome. 
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THE SHEPHERD’S PEN 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

 In the article from the Circuit West, included in this edition of the Good News, we have a good 
summary of the Cal-Pac Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church held in June.  We at St. Matthew’s UMC are 
not just a church unto ourselves, but rather we are part of a worldwide denomination.  Once every 4 years the General 
Conference of the United Methodist Church meets with delegates coming from all over the world.  At that conference, 
they discuss the work of our United Methodist Church which is occurring all over the world.  From the General Confer-
ence, we get updated legislation for our United Methodist Book of Discipline which orders our life together as a denomi-
nation.  We also get the general theme out of which new ministries may spring and established ministries get fresh focus.  
At our Annual Conference in Redlands California, we learned about Four Areas of Focus, related to the Open doors part 
of the previous theme of Open hearts, Open minds, and Open doors. 
         The theme at Annual Conference this year was “The Cup Overflowing: ‘Leadership’”.  I now realize that it was 
pointed at the first of the Four Areas of Focus.  The four areas are: Leadership Development, Church Growth, Ministry 
with the Poor, and Global Health.  These express the vision and yearnings of the people of The United Methodist Church.  
They put our attention on specific in making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world by: 
 

• Developing principled Christian leaders for the church and the world. 

• Creating new places for new people and revitalizing existing congregations. 

• Engaging in ministry with the poor. 

• Combating the diseases of poverty by improving health globally. 
 
 If you want to know more you can visit <moodle.ummcom.org> and select “Four Areas of Focus” under the 
United Methodist Basics category. 
 
 To my way of thinking these are all things we are already doing but can consider if we could enhance or improve 
or include something we may be missing.  I would like to think that they all fit into what Jesus said about when, “the Son 
of Man comes in His glory…Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, in-
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  For I was hungry and you gave Me something to 
eat; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, 
and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.’ Then the righteous will answer Him saying, ‘Lord when did we 
see you…’ And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these 
brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’”    NASB Matthew 25:31a, 34-37a, 40.   It seems to me if we 
look close enough, then we will see all Four Areas of Focus.  Good focus.  Now may God help us not to be hearers of the 
word only, but also to be doers of the word. 
 
 
In Christ together, 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Bob Ferguson 
 
 


